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New York State of Mind

High rises, blinding lights, and amongst the
noise that never leaves your side, N\

We try to find the answers and the meaning of
life,

which direction we go, could it be right, left or
just a different side?

Look around in the midst of people,
New York whispers hurry up but slow down,
live a little in my grind and feel my vibe.

Hustle, cause you can’t be left behind.

Stay strong, walk in the rain, face the Sun even
though in pain.

Smile, you are free with the Statue of Liberty,

adapt to the Empire State of mind and that’s
how you see the World Trade!

Says New York, “get up now, you know you are
made of the same thread!

This is New York baby, no time for excuses or
the lame.”

When life tries to teach you amongst the noise,
lights, and glare,

you learn it, every chance you could get
without hesitation or despair,

cause life is too busy to stop and you won’t be
answered again and again! Aditi Sarpotdar
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GUDI PADWA!!

There are many festivals in Hindu/Indian culture but | will
be talking about the one called Gudi Padwa. Gudi Padwa is
a very interesting Hindu/Indian utsav with a very interesting
history. It is also very enjoyable and a lively holiday. It is the
first day of Marathi New Year. | have also experienced Gudi
Padwa and in my opinion it was very fun. First, | will be
talking about the history of Gudi Padwa. Then, | will be
talking about how our family celebrates Gudi Padwa.

It is celebrated because we Hindus/Indians are familiar with
the three stage cycle of Creation, Preservation, and
Destruction. After one of these cycles, Lord Brahma created
the world and the Sat Yuga began. In Satya Yuga, truth and
Dharma were the biggest virtues. Lord Brahma is also
worshipped on this day. Gudi (Flag) hoisted is also called as
Brahma-Dhwaj. Something else very important happened
on this day. Lord Shri Rama’s coronation was held and he
became the King of Ayodhya. The entire population of
Ayodhya then hoisted the Dhwaj (Flag) to celebrate. Finally,
another important thing happened on this day. Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, who was a Maratha king, led his army to an
amazing victory over the Mughals. Shivaji Maharaj and all of
the Marathas then hoisted a Dhwaj to celebrate their
victory. This is important because Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj was a protector of Hindu Dharma.

Next, | would like to share how our family celebrates Gudi
Padwa in the United States of America. We clean the house,
dressed in new clothes. The Gudi is a Dhwaj (flag/Brahma-
Dhwaj) that is a large silk cloth with sugar, Neem and
Mango leaves attached to it along with a garland of flowers.
A copper or silver Kalash that indicates victory is put on top.
The Dhwaj is then tied to a long bamboo stick and is then
hoisted outside. The Gudi is a symbol of victory, good luck,
and prosperity. A rangoli is then made around the Gudi.
Most importantly, my favorite part of Gudi Padwa is that we
make puran-poli and offer that as a Prasad.

All'in all, Gudi Padwa is a Hindu utsav that has a rich history,
spiritual significance and is very fun to celebrate. This year
Gudi Padwa will be celebrated on March 22nd 2023.

Swaroop Manoj Wagh
(Grade 4)
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Nature

The sun comes up, the pond water
flows gently, And | see the morning light.

The light is so beautiful, so golden,
so bright.

Bye-bye moon and hello sun!

How much more darkness comes in? None.

Birds starts chirping, geese start honking
and the pond water looks a brilliant blue.

Nature is so beautiful, so inspiring, so
mesmerizing, Nature is so beautiful,
yes, it’s true!

Outside in my yard | see a tree.
| can see it’s prettiness as high | can see.

When the sky starts to get darker and the
birds start to call.

| think about this one thing, Nature is the
most beautiful thing of all!
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Neil Sane
(Grade 2)
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Parnika Sapre
(Grade 4)
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Aadhya Purandare
(Grade 4)
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Aabha Kulkarni
(Grade 5)
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Shrusti Choudhari
(Grade 7)
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Baby Quilts made by Prabhat Ginde
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